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Catherine J. Romano

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
Mondays & Wednesdays  8:00am - 5:00pm (in silence)

We welcome all new parishioners and those who wish to return to the Church or to learn more of what

we Catholic Christians believe.




7992 Im Loving Memory

The Flowers at Mary’s Statue are in loving memory
of Michael Esposito
The candles at Mary’s Statue burn in loving memory
of Joseph Benincaso
The Sanctuary candle burns in loving memory
of Carmen Joseph Tornatore
The candles at the Tabernacle burn in loving memory
of John & Mary Calzi
The candles at the Altar burn in loving memory
of Phyllis Featherston

Pray for our men and women
currently serving our country

Sgt. Randy Ackerman, US Army
L.Cpl. Durry Becker, USMC
Matthew Bradstock, US Army
James Branson, USN
Tony Cuseo, USMC
Ryan J. David, USN
and Lt. Alex Deep, US Army
Sgt. Christopher Dietl, US Army
Pvt. Auriane de Sousa, US Army
Sgt. Kimberly Gendreau, US Army
Sgt. Stephanie Gilbertie, US Army
Sgt. Trevor Gilbertie, US Army
P.F.C. William Gilbertie, USMC
Sgt. Matthew Harwedel, USMC
Sgt. Joseph Kelly, USMC
2nd Lt. Karl Kuechenmeister
Cpl. Michael Linnen, USMC
Sgt. Andre Mercado-Divoff
P.F.C. Brad Myers, US Army
Spec. Jonathan Morris, US Army
LT Jonathan R. Nelson, USN
LTJG Ryan T. Nelson, USN
Sgt. Colin Santacroce, US Army
Lt. Col. Devin A. Smiley, USMC
M/Sgt. Zachary B. Taylor, USAF
Patrick Tazella, US Army
Capt. James Tesauro, US Army
Cpl. Calvin Robert Wauchope, USMC
L.Cpl. Patrick Zingaro, USMC

Pray For Peace!

Please pray for all those who have been wounded
or have sacrificed their lives for the cause of
peace.

Pray For Our Recently Deceased

Phyllis Featherston, Dorothy Tiernan, Augustus
Cardello, Carrie Bennette, Lena Febbraio, Ann
Arciola, Louis Triozzi, Harry Welsh, Bridget
Burger, Sr. Ellen Hathaway SND, Gabriel
Eduardo Ardila, Carol Mata, Phyllis Shaner

May they rest in peace

Pray for the Sick

Catherine Alter, Mary Ann Andronaco, Noelle Anastasia, Joan
Bailey, Bob Barker, Henry Baker, Ryan Brewster, Mary
Bulakites, Cornelia Buono, Betty Cabral, Victoria Callas, Sr.
Lucy Caporaso, Bill Chadwell, Lourdes Cawai, Aida Ciferri,
Tonino Covatta, Andrea Charboneau, James Cordia, Susan
Creevy, Alder Crocker, Connie & Howard Danner, Nicholas
DeMatteo, Matt Dudzik, Colette Dunham, Gail Eichinger,
Angela Farricielli, Charlie French, Marge Gabriele, Diane and
Anthony Gilberti, Guy Giordano, Elisabeth Grein, Katarina
Hale, Julie Halka, Jane Hawley, Malcolm Heckman, Bob
Helfenstein, Logan Howard, Susan Izzo, Marie James,
Bernadette Juoan, Robert Kaps, Nancy Kelly, Bernadette
Kenney, Laura Kesling, Dan Kiely, Sr., Frank Kropf, Mary-Ellen
Kuhn, Abigail Lamb, Michelle Lombardi, Cara MacDonald,
Frank Machi, Helen Maggio, Dorothy Matto, Gabriella McCrae,
Rhoda Miller, Eric Mockler, Clarissa Moore, Estelle Murray,
Danielle Murrugarra, Denise Murtha, Lisa O’Connor, Donna
Olsen, Ginny O’Neill, Kevin Palaez, Frank Palmieri, Stephanie
Philo, Kim Preston, Alexa Prosnitz, CJ. Rice, Deanne Ryan,
Sandra Ryan, Teresa Sacouto, Adrian Sandiford, Kerry
Schroeder, Greg Strauss, Carmela Tornatore, Cheri Travis,
Nicholas Valas, Carl Viesti, Pat Viesti, Phyllis & Bob
Wentworth, Janusz Zwolinski, James Dominick Zwolinski.

Please help us update our prayers for the sick list. If
there is anyone you would like to add/remove, please

call the Parish office, 203-227-5161. Thank you.

Mass Intentions for the Week

Saturday, November 17

7:30am Rev. Patrick Carroll

5:00pm Vigil Enrik Milio Dobric
Sunday, November 18

7:30am The Family of Assumption

9:00am Joseph Benincaso

10:30am John & Rose Palmer

12:00pm Albert J. Copersino

5:00pm James Doyle
Monday, November 19

7:30am Lynn Santaniello
Tuesday, November 20

7:30am Josephine Labbruzzo
Wednesday, November 21

7:30am The Burke & Surette Families
Thursday, November 22

7:30am Vera Kaiser
Friday, November 23

7:30am Lynn Santaniello
Saturday, November 24

7:30am John Lener

5:00pm Vigil Luigi & Mary Izzo
Sunday, November 25

7:30am The Family of Assumption

9:00am James Bateson, Jr.

10:30am Eileen Infurchia

12:00pm James & Katherine White

5:00pm Frederick Pennino



STEWARDSHIP REPORT ™

November 11, 2018 Sunday Offertory: $7,357

God bless you for your charity. Thank you! Fr. Tom

Capital Campaign

The campaign is over!

If you have any questions regarding payments
or remittance statements, please contact Janice
Baldino of the diocese at (203) 648— 9050 or
jbaldino@diobpt.org.

Thank You !

Online Giving
Our Parish offers Online Giving, a web-based
electronic contribution application. This
service is safe, secure and convenient.

Sign up for Online Giving by visiting:
www.osvonlinegiving.com/1429 .

This system does not require you to contact
your bank to sign up and make changes. You
can use your checking, savings or credit card
accounts and the funds will be automatically
transferred to our parish bank account. It is
also convenient for you because it allows you
to make changes at any time. You can see
reports on your contribution history and
generate tax statements at each year’s end.

Thank you to the many families who have
come on board and signed up for Online
Giving.

Estate Planning & Obituary
Remembrance

A framed memorial is displayed in the vestibule
of the church that lists the names of the Faithful
Departed who either remembered Assumption
in their Estate Planning and/or requested that
in place of flowers a donation be made to the
Parish in their memory. We are very grateful for
their charity and the charity of all who love and
memorialize them. May they rest in peace
enjoying eternal life.

- Fr. Tom-

Gratitude for Blankets!

Thank you for your amazing faith-filled
generosity to our sisters and brothers in Christ.
You, caring members of Assumption
community, donate 117 blankets to our local
shelters in Westport, Norwalk and Danbury and
to families in need. How grateful they are as
winter approaches .
- Social Concerns Ministry-

If you wish to support the Parish by having your
bank mail a check directly, you are welcome to
do so. Please have the checks made payable to
Assumption Church. Remember Assumption
Church in your estate planning. If you wish to
make a donation of appreciated stock please call
the Parish Office at (203) 227— 5161.

Priest Mass Schedule

Saturday, November 24
5:00 pm Vigil Fr. Tom
Sunday, November 25

Fr. Tom

Fr. Tom

Fr. Augustine
Msgr. Shea
Fr. Augustine

7:30am
9:00am
10:30am
12:00pm
5:00pm

- Subject to change -




Page 4

Come to the Fair

Saturday, December 1, from10am to 5pm
Sunday, December 2, from 8am to 1:30pm
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éGetting Ready for our Annual Christmas Fair
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We have many ways you can help
support this parish event. Many
parishioners inquire how they can
help. Some donate their hand crafted
items, some are vendors, some donate
their time at the booths, some set up or
clean up, some donate pre-owned
jewelry, some sponsor a booth.

If you have new items or season
tickets, etc., that you wish to donate

“‘ we can use them for our prize table.

- «.  All our Religious Ed. Any NEW items for children or
20 " Families contribute to adults would also be appreciated.
- .

=9, the creation of

extraordinary and All donations may be dropped off at
y Roncalli House front porch

' beautiful THEME (44 Lincoln Street) before November
DONATE BASKETS for the 24th.

AUCTION Silent Auction.

ITEMS \ & /

4 N

Fair Seeks Sponsors

We are looking for parish families, organizations or
businesses to SPONSOR our Christmas Fair.

We will display a sign with your name in the
bulletin, and at the fair.
H It costs $100 minimum, sponsors are always

welcome to donate more if they wish. L —

To be a sponsor, volunteer or donate please Atthe Re-New Boutique we sell
contact pre owned jewelry. We will accept

cathy.romano@parishmail.com or any kind of jewelry.
\ (203) 226-5448 j




sads Advent Angels
<MW Sponsored by the

Social Concerns Ministry

We encourage you to please
choose a Christmas Angel from
the trees.

As in the past, all of the gifts
will be given to charities,
agencies and individuals who are
in need. Each Angel’s color
identifies the requesting charity/
agency in need and should be
taped to the gift.

Please return your gifts by
the weekend of December
8th/9th. The truck leaves the
Assumption parking lot for
deliveries at
12:30pm, Sunday December 9th!

A Note Regarding Gift Cards
Some of our parishioners have asked why we
request gift cards. Several of our recipients
specifically request gift cards. Many parents of
the children request gift cards so they can
purchase what the children/family need(s)
most. Other gift cards will be distributed to
individuals who come to Assumption for
assistance to help them with their daily needs.
Having gift cards enables them to purchase
what they wish. We want to assure you they are
very much needed and welcomed!

A Very Important Request

Please make every effort to get the gifts to us by
December 9th. If you are unable to deliver the
gifts the weekend of the collection, you may
drop them off at the Rectory at your
convenience. We want everyone who requests a
gift to receive it before Christmas. Delivering
the gifts on time assures that the recipients are
not disappointed and will experience the joy of
receiving presents on Christmas Day.

Thank you for your generosity!
If you have questions, please
call Connie Lupino at

(203) 852-9937.

Reflecting on God’s Word

Sitting on the Mount of Olives, maybe with a
premonition or maybe wondering if all that
seemed to be approaching was really the
undoing he dreaded, Jesus talked to his
disciples about the coming end. He made the
point that when worlds change, God comes,
which is different from saying that when God
comes, worlds change. He talked in poetry of a
collapsing world to come.

Collapsing worlds always offer the opportunity
to meet God in new and unexpected ways. Our
own deaths are undoubtedly the most drastic,
but also the death of someone we love, a church
in transition, shifting roles for men and women,
a computerized age that blips and beeps across
our life screens, and empty-nesting, and
retirement, and marrying, and any other
cosmic readjustment that you can think of.
That’s when the Son of Man comes, for the
second time or maybe the third or fourth time,
and it tends to put us in a fog, as if he were
coming in the clouds.

Most of us struggle mightily to keep our worlds
from collapsing. We're worked too hard to set
them spinning in the orbit around our own
personal suns. Yet the sooner or later they
always do collapse, maybe because they lose
their momentum, maybe because we lose our
momentum, or maybe that’s just the way it’s
meant to be. Whatever the reason, those are the
moments when our God comes riding into our
lives.
-Rev. Joseph J. Juknialis-

Westport Men’s Group

Each Saturday morning men gather for about one
hour to listen to the word of God and discuss how it
speaks to our daily lives. You’ll receive perspective
and insight for becoming better members of the
faith community.

Come join us and see what we’re about.

For more information contact Jim Meehan at (203)
203-0348.
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Stitahes from the Heart

A Prayer Shawl Ministry dedicated to the Blessed Mother, Maryy

Thursdays at 1:00pm

Come join us
every Thursday afternoon at 1:00pm in the
Beard Room at the Roncalli House.
No experience necessary! We will teach you
how to knit or crochet!

This ministry is intended to be a reminder of
God’s ever present love which is as near to you
as your own body is to your spirit. The shawls
are for every time and every occasion - - joyful
or sorrowful.

For more information or if you know someone
who would like a shawl,
please call (203) 226-5448.
or email cathy.romano@parishmail.com

Fage 7
Update your contact
Information!

Have you recently moved? Changed your email
address? Gotten a new phone number?

Please fill out the form below and drop it in the
collection basket, or bring or mail to the parish
office so we can update our database and keep
in touch with you.

Name:

Address:

Email:

Phone:

Assumption
Bereavement Group

We meet every Wednesday from 3:30pm to
5:00pm in the Beard Room at Roncalli House
(the parish center at the Lincoln Street end of
the parking lot). All are welcome.

It is especially wonderful to witness the
comfort, acceptance, support and strength
shared by those who gather.

Helen Thiemann
(203) 227-6318
1 helectman@gmail.com

Knights of
Columbus
Council 3688

Meeting
Information

The Knights of Columbus meet the first Tuesday of
the month at Assumption Church at 7:30pm in
McGrath Hall. Next meeting will be December
4th.

For more information, please contact Walter
Avitabile by calling (203) 981-3083 or by emailing
wavit@optonline.net.

New members are always welcome!
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Come to our first annual Santa’s Workshop

Saturday, December 8th, 2018
9:00am- 12 noon in McGrath Hall

Christmas Gifts Kids Can “Make & Take”

There’s nothing more personal and meaningful than a handmade gift from a child!

Participating children will have the opportunity to create and wrap ten gifts
by hand. These will make great gifts for Parents, Grandparents, Teachers,
Siblings, Friends or Pets.

Cookies and
Lemonade will be
provided.

Santa will be stopping <&

-’. . W\ .r . r
by for pictures! '\; — TN
¢ g -f. = -

$20.00 per child or $50.00 for three or more children

We welcome ages 5 and up.

Please fill out and return by December 3rd

|

Family Name Number of children attending I
|

Email Telephone # |
Please make checks payable to Church of the Assumption and return to the I
Religious Ed. Office I
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Evolving in Love

The day will come when, after harnessing space, winds, the tide and gravitation, we shall harness
for God the energies of love. And, on that day, for the second time in the history of the world,
[humanity] will have discovered fire. — Teilhard de Chardin

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin (1881— 1955), the brilliant French Jesuit priest, mystic, and
paleontologist, had much to say about love. Louis Savary, a theologian , and Patricia Berne, a
psychologist, have been studying Teilhard’s writings for many years and finding ways to help
others understand his work. Today I offer some of their insights:

God created this evolving universe because God is Love and each of us is God’s gift to the world. Our
life purpose is to make a difference in transforming that world...

For Teilhard, “love is the most universal, the most tremendous and the most mysterious of the
cosmic forces.”Love is both human and divine. Divine love is the energy that brought the universe
into being and binds it together. Human love is whatever energy we use to help divine love achieve
its purpose...

Love of God and love of one another lies at the core of every traditional religion. Love not only
permeates those religions, it transcends them and binds them together. Divine love embraces
everyone and everything . There is nothing outside the divine embrace...

From Teilhard’s perspective, then, helping the human family move toward the next step of human
evolution in love is the most urgent and challenging task of contemporary spirituality...

For Teilhard, love...is the essential nature of God, and the best name for God (see 1 John 4:8). As
Teilhard envisioned it, divine love is the self-expressive creative force that gave birth to our evolving
universe. It is the same divine love that continuously keeps every atom of creation existing and
moving forward on its grand evolutionary journey back to God...

It was for love of all created beings that God the Father sent his Son into the world that we might
learn of God’s love for us and [that he might] show us how to live “The Way” of love (see John 3:16-
17)...

According to Teilhard, God has implanted a divine spark of love in everything crated, down to every
last subatomic particle and photon of light...That spark in each us us waits to be cultivated and de-
veloped until it matures...

In contemporary language, Teilhard might say that God has an evolutionary “project” for creation
that God wants to accomplish...God wants creation to become fully conscious that it is imbued with
divine love and living in that love. This final outcome is what Teilhard called “the omega Point” and
St. Paul called the Pleroma. [See Colossians 2:9-10.]

-Richard Rohr, OFM-
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Social Concerns is an active
ministry formed to respond to

the problems of social justice,

’\ the physical and spiritual
needs of the Assumption

Social parish family, and to those in
concerns need in the neighboring
Ministry ~ communities. Some of the

projects we are involved with
are: Christmas Angels Collection, Thanksgiving
Gifts of Plenty, Towels Collection, Lenten Alms,
Blankets/Winter Warm-up Collection, and
Easter Food Baskets, Summer Food Collection,
Blood Pressure Screening, Sock Collection and
Merton House Breakfast. The Prayer Network
and A.C.T.S. are additional services to our
parishioners. The Ministry meets on the third
Monday of the month (September through
June) at 7:00pm in Roncalli House. If you wish
to contact us, please call Connie at 203-852-
9937. New members are always welcome.

j prayer
_J'ministry‘

The Prayer Ministry is a network of over 70
members. If you or someone is in need of
prayer or a special intention, please email Liz,
lizlazarou@optonline.net or call Betty, 203-226
-6702 and leave the request, intention and first
name of the person to be prayed for. Intentions
are forwarded to the network. Members
respond by praying in their homes. The
network is always open to new members.

The purpose of A.C.T.S. is to
build a more caring and com
forting community within the
parish. It is designed to hear
and answer simple requests for
— a ride to church, to a doctor’s
or other appointments; to do
grocery shopping or other er
rands. A.C.T.S. can also offer a
simple meal to aid in recupera
tion or for a family with a new
baby. A phone call or a visit to
a shut-in can also be arranged.

Assumption Cares
Through Service

To request or offer help,
please contact ACTS98 @optimum.net

Sick and Homebound
Visitation
We are a parish family. The priests and laity
who bring Holy Communion are delighted to
share with you the Body of Christ. If one of the
priests visits, he can also share Sacramental

Absolution and the Sacrament of the Anointing
of Sick (Holy Oils).

We need your help. When you or a family
member are sick at home, whether for a short
period, home with a chronic illness, or simply
homebound, we are happy to visit. You can
help us by calling the rectory, so we can set a
time to visit at your convenience.

The Anointing of the Sick is not just for life
threatening illness but for any illness—cancer,
pre-surgery, depression... The sacrament is for
the sick and prays for healing. It is not Last
Rites or Extreme Unction. (These terms were
deleted 50 years ago as a result of Vatican II.)
We look forward to visiting you.

Hospital Visitations

With today’s HIPPA regulations...that is, the
right of privacy for hospital patients,
clergy have difficulty knowing if/when
parishioners are hospitalized. Even, if when
registering you identify yourself as a Catholic, it
does not guarantee you will be visited by a priest
or Eucharistic Minister from Assumption
because we are not informed by the hospital.

Please call the rectory if you wish a priest or
Eucharistic Minister to visit you. All parishes
provide for the salary of priests on duty in our
Fairfield County hospitals—hospital chaplains.
While in the hospital you or a family member
are able to ask for the Hospital Catholic
Chaplain to visit and provide the sacraments.

Thank You

We want to thank the advertisers whose
businesses are listed on the back
page of the bulletin.

Please patronize their local
establishments.

If you would like to place an ad in our weekly
bulletin, please contact J.S.Paluch, Co., Inc.
1-800-524-0263
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Devotions Parish Council

Miraculous Medal Novena: Wednesdays
following the 7:30am Mass.

Daily Rosary of Peace - at 7:00am before
daily Mass.

Silent Adoration: Monday and Wednesdays
8:00am — 5:00pm. Please call Andrea Remlin
203-227-5477 if you would like to take V2 - 1
hour of Adoration.

Baptismal Prep Class

Mothers and Fathers who are parents for the
first time are required to attend a Pre-Baptism
class. The next Pre-Baptismal Class will
be held on Thursday, December 6th at

7pm in the Oscar Romero Room at
Roncalli House (the Parish Center at the end
of the parking lot.)

Please call the Parish Office at 203-227—-5161 to
register for the class. Please note,
Godparents must be practicing,
Confirmed Catholics and age 16 and over.

Sacramental Information

Marriage: Arrangements are to be made a

minimum of six months prior to the wedding
date. Please call the Parish Office.

Baptism: Please call the Parish Office to make
arrangements for your child’s Baptism.
Baptisms are on the second and fourth Sundays
of the month at 1:00 pm, one to four families.

Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:00pm — 4:45pm

Communion: We welcome the opportunity to
visit our homebound parishioners. Please call
the Parish Office.

Anointing of the Sick: Please call the Rectory
prior to surgery or at the onset of an illness.

RCIA: The process by which an adult joins our
Catholic Faith Community. Contact Marilyn
Moran at 203-286-6939.

Maureen Belford
Parish Council Chair
Joe Malaterra
Parish Council Vice Chair
Religious Education Board Chair
Ronnie Estony
Parish Council Secretary, Adult Formation
Joe Cardello
Finance Council Chair
Cathy Romano
Director of Religious Education
Funeral Coordinator
Frank Matto
Director of Music & Organist
Michelle Hankey
Wedding Coordinator
Jim Meehan
Eucharistic Minister & Lector Coordinator
Knights of Columbus Rep., Merton House
Dolores Bacharach
Interfaith Council
Anthony Buono
Head Usher
Juany Fumai
Altar Server Training/Scheduling
Carol Gabriel
Altar Guild Chair, Liturgical Decorating Chair &
Book Nook Ministry
Connie Luppino
Social Concerns Ministry Chair
Michele Harding
Youth Minister (Grade 6 - 12)
Marilyn Moran
RCIA & WHCC Ministry
Rose Odell
Parish Food Closet
Helen Thiemann
Bereavement Ministry, Book Club Chair &
Homebound Visitation
Parish Council Chair Emeritus
Gracemary Avitabile
Parish Adoration/Devotions, Serra Club
Ashley Avitabile
Webmaster
Tom Leyden
Trustees Emeritus
Nancy Axthelm
Trustee
George Bory
Trustee
Fr. Augustine Nguyen
Parochial Vicar
Fr. Tom Thorne
Pastor



Assumption Church

98 Riverside Avenue

Westport, CT 06880
203-227-5161

Bulletin Number 911170
For questions or information,

please contact Ashley Avitabile
203-227-5161 aavitabileassumption@gmail.com
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